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The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 opened the world order to the newly independent countries of Central Asia and the South Caucasus (CASC). These states found themselves in an increasingly globalised environment without any preparation or pre-warning.



The CASC region is a vital nerve centre of Eurasia and now attracts the attention of its near and far neighbours in matters of commerce, security, politics and culture. Nations, particularly Western, and international organizations have good-will and the desire to connect with Central Asia and the South Caucasus (CASC) region, however it is often expected that it be done singularly on external terms and without understanding the contribution of CASC countries to regional and geopolitical stability.



We propose a global analysis encompassing multi-directional views of the region to coincide with the 20th anniversary of this region’s arrival on the world stage as independent and distinct nations. The undertaking and research for this Consultative Process will be derived from those who hold intrinsic knowledge and views of the region, both from within and worldwide. 

The Central Asia and the South Caucasus Consultative Process (CASC), whilst presenting significant challenges and opportunities, aspires to promote deeper understanding and to facilitate opinion. It will look, importantly, at the social, political, economic and security aspects as viewed by the countries in the region as well as internationally, and regional organizations, all of whom could offer indicators as to how the region might evolve.
. 

The Consultative Process will be inclusive, taking the view of Governments, multi-laterals and the private sector, and addressing all sectors including energy security and civil society in addition to issues of strategic importance.

I. Social

The report aspires to include submissions from within the countries and from views expressed of the situation from the outside. Evidence will be collected from multilateral organizations and the countries and the information will be categorized as follows:

· Social Cohesion

· Community Networks

· Civil Society 

· Education

The over-arching information derived from- Religion, Human Rights, Environment issues as impacted by Tradition, Culture and Religion  

II. Political

The consultative process is designed to go beyond the rhetoric and collate views from above (leadership) and below (the people), while taking into consideration the voices from the whole region, and relevant multilateral regional and international organizations operating in Central Asia and the South Caucasus. General categories are as follows:

· Make up of the political arena in each country

· Evolution of the political spectrum in each country (going forward)

· Institutional Development 

· Bilaterial and Multilateral engagements 
· NGOs, Government organizations, Multilateral Trade organizations

III. Trade and Economic

The report aims at bringing to light an overview of the economy of each country from within and the wider region, combining it at the same time with a global view of the business potential and environment gathered from relevant trade organizations and Ministries inside each country and the economic and trade organizations with international and regional significance. The categories are as follows: 

· Management of Natural Resources 

· Local Business Environment in each country

· Lists of each sector within each country (energy, manufacturing, agriculture, textile etc)

· Opportunities for foreign businesses/International business operating environment 

· Companies working out of  Central Asia to other countries
IV. Security 

Security and security related matters are an important part of the consultative report with a focus on bringing about a comprehensive view which cuts across countries in the region and includes more specifically a country-specific outlook on what each country considers a matter of concern for itself and the region. This in combination with a view from relevant international organizations may form the basis for an inclusive view of the security situation. The categories are as follows:

· Nuclear environment/proliferation

· Human security

· Inter ethnic conflict

· Frozen conflicts

· Upcoming security threats

